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OF FIRST IMPORTANCE 
Have You Paid Your Dues? Are You A Member Of OASL? 


If you are not already a member of the OHIO ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS, this is your opportunity to affiliate yourself in goodly 


fellowship with the other school and teacher-librarians of this state. 


The annual dues are only $1.00. If you have been a member, and have 





neglected to pay your dues, speed them on their way! In either case, 
act promptly. Nail your dollar to liiss Leah M. Schueren, our OASL 
Treasurer, Librarian, DeVilbiss High School, Toledo 13, Ohio. ‘We need 
the backing of your cooperation and support if OASL is to be of adequate 
assistance to YOU and to all the school and teacher librarians through- 


out Ohio. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


OASL ANNUAL MEETING - October 27, 1950 


The fourth annual meeting of OASL was held in the auditorium of 
Shaker Heights High School on Friday, October 27, 1950, under the gracious 
sponsorship of Jean Anderson and her staff of school librarians. Our 
President, Reba Boomershine, called the meeting to order and introduced 
Mr. William Slade, Jr., Superintendent of Schools, who welcomed us cordial- 
ly. Miss Anderson outlined the plans for the day. James J. Damas, 
Chairman of Exhibits, described the fine display of exhibits arranged in 





the gymnasium and invited everyone to visit and enjoy them. Mr. John 
Nicholson, of Kent State University Library, announced the second annual 
School Librarians' orkshop to be held in the summer of 1951. The 
necessary business of the association was accomplished, and excellent 
reports were given by committee chairmen. We were fortunate to have with 
us Miss Mildred i. Sandoe, State Library Organizer, who talked briefly 

on what is expected of good school libraries, and called our attention 

to the need for a co-ordinator between Boards of Education and Public Li- 
braries. 


Miss Boomershine presented her report as President. She announced 
officially the good news that OASL had been granted departmental standing 
in the Ohio Education Association, together with an annual allowance of 
~100 for program expenses. She recommended that a study be made of the 
need for a School Library Consultant, and that the findings of this study 
be made available to the Ohio Department of Education. Twenty-five of 
the states now have consultants. She made the point that we could have 
a member of OASL on the Board of the Ohio Pupils' Reading Circle if we 
would but work for one. Miss Boomershine stressed the importance of 
maintaining good public relations generally and recommended that OASL 
become a chapter of ALA. A motion was made, seconded and carried that 
OASL accept the invitation of ALA to become a chapter with Council -repre- 
sentation. 


Miss Esther V. Burrin, Director of School Libraries, Indiana State 
Department of Public Instruction, spoke on "THE INDIANA SCHOOL LIBRARIANS' 
ASSOCIATION -- ITS GROVIH AND ACTIVITIES". Her talk challenged us to go 
and do likewise! Some of her salient points were: 


"There is a right time for projects to develop and the time is now". 

"School librarians should have a part in the State Library Associ- 
ation". 

"we must break down the barriers between the school and public li- 
braries". 

"It is important for us to work for recognition in NEA". 

"Ye should have a school directory which lists school librarians, 
the record and a biography of each". 

"Je should have an Elementary School Library Committee to encourage 
model elementary school library in demonstration training schools". 

"A Manual of Frocedure is a necessity". 


A delicious luncheon was served in the attractively decorated school 
cafeteria. We are greatly indebted to Jean Anderson for her untiring and 
skilful planning of all the arrangements and to her staff and student 

assistants for their able cooperation. 


_ At the beginning of the afternoon session, invitations were received 
and filed for meeting places for next fall's meeting from Withrow High 
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School, Cincinnati, and from Springfield. 


Mary Steindorf, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, submitted her 
report, and the following officers were elected for 1950-1951: 


President Helen B. Lewis, School Department 
Cleveland Public Library 
Vice-President Margaret C. Rehring, Withrow High 
School, Cincinnati 
Treasurer Leah M. Schueren, DeVilbiss High 
School, Toledo 
Recording Secretary Mary 0. Patton, Cuyahoga Falls High 
School 
Corresponding Secretary Mary D. Herron, Chillicothe High School 
Members-At-Large Helen R. Lumley, West High School, 
Columbus 
Martha L. Durbin, Lakewood Public 
Library 


Following the election of officers, Margaret Rehring brought us up- 
to-date on Books for Young People. Margaret came prepared with mimeo- 
graphed copies of her annotated list for distribution. If you did not 
receive your copy, or if you were not present to receive it, please 
notify Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland Public Library. (There is a small supply 
of the lists on hand.) 


Miss Laura K. Martin, Chairman-Elect of the AASL, author of MAGAZINES 
FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES, and recognized expert on the pulse rate, blood 
pressure, and general condition of the health of magazines well~known 
and otherwise, surveyed the magazine field for school libraries, and gave 
us the benefit of her wisdom and store of information. SOCIAL EDUCATION 
for December, 1950, contains a two-page summary of her talk. The title 
of her article is "ONE MAGAZINE IS NOT ENOUGH!" She stressed the im- 
portance of the use by students of a variety of magazines on any one 
subject. Students should be trained not to place complete dependence on 
one particular publication. We should survey the periodical world -- 
and help our young people to be at home there. Miss Martin reminded us 
that the STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH SCHOOLS included in the 1950 fall 
issue a list of magazines for school libraries which would be supplemented 
in each future issue. The basic booklists for junior and senior high 
schools published in 1950 by the ALA contain carefully annotated magazine 
lists. See also the notes on new magazines included regularly in TOP OF 
THE NEWS. 


A panel discussion on magazines, led by Miss Martin, followed her 
talk. The other members of the panel were Frieda Heller, University 
School, Columbus -=- Mary Helen Pooley, Withrow High School, Cincinnati -- 
and Inez C. Potter and Mildred Krohn of the Cleveland Public Library. 


— 





Geneva Travis asked for a vote of thanks to the hostesses, to-the 
officers, to the administration of the Shaker Heights Schools for the 
use of the building facilities, and to the exhibitors. After an en- 
thusiastic expression of appreciation for the hospitality we had received, 
the meeting was adjourned. 


Jean Anderson reported a total attendance at the meeting of 225. 
Geneva Travis, Membership Chairman, announced 285 paid members for 1949- 
1950. Number of paid members, May 1, 1951 -- 201. 


Committee Chairmen 1950-1951 


Membership Geneva Travis, University School, 
Kent State University 
Research Caroline G. Holmes, Director of 
School Libraries, Columbus 
Budget Leah M. Schueren, DeVilbiss High 
School, Toledo 
Nominating Doris H. Moore 
Norwood High School 
Publicity Bernice F. Kirkpatrick, Cleveland 
Public Library 
State Consultant - Special Reba Boomershine, Roosevelt High 
School, Dayton 
Library Training and Frieda M. Heller, University School, 
Recruitment - Special Columbus 
Historian - Special John W. Creager 
Preparation of Manual - Margaret C. Rehring, Withrow High 
Special School, Cincinnati 


PLANS FOR OASL FALL MEETING -- 1951 


Everyone Come} 


The Executive Board held a meeting on Saturday, March 3, at OFA 
Headquarters in Columbus. It was decided to accept Mary Heien Pooley's 
gracious invitation to hold our meeting next fall at Withrow High School 


in Cincinnati. Margaret Rehring, Program Chairman, presented plans for 
a Two-Day Conference. Although the NEOTA will be held one week earlier 
than usual this year, (October 19, 1951), the Board felt it necessary to 


consider the needs of the majority, and scheduled our OASL meeting on 
Friday and Saturday, October 26 and 27, 1951. 





Present at the Executive Board meeting were Reba Boomershine, 
Caroline G. Holmes, Leah Schueren, Mary Herron, Mary Patton, Martha 
Durbin, Doris Moore, Frieda Heller, Geneva Travis, newt Rehring and 
Helen B. Lewis. 





Margaret reports plans for an interesting program well under way. 
Please note that a two day meeting has been planned to provide more 
time for getting better acquainted with one another. Let's all be 
there’! Further details and reservation information will reach you in 
good time. 


ALA MIDWINTER CONFERENCE -- 1951 


Temperature in Chicago -- 15 below zero. The Weather Bureau reported 
this the coldest weather for the time of year since the founding of ALA 


in 1876. 


The first meeting of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
as a Division of ALA was held on February 2 at the Cdgewater Beach 
Hotel with Mrs. Margaret K. Walraven, librarian of the Crozier Technical 
High School in Dallas, Texas, presiding as President. Representatives 
of twenty-seven states and Canada responded to Secretary Jean Lowrie's 
roll call with a brief review of school library developments in their 
respective states. The announcement was made that AASL had 2703 members 
as of December 31, 1950, an increase of over 500 members since the 
Cleveland Conference in July. 


Important. Rheta A. Clark, School Library Advisor, Connecticut 
State Department of wducation, and Chairman of the Constitution Committee, 
read the proposed constitution, and asked AASL members to give it careful 
consideration before action for adoption at next July's ALA Conference in 
Chicago. 


Miss Mildred L. Batchelder, was appointed as Acting Executive Secretary 
of AASL on a half-time basis until the end of ALA's fiscal year, September 1, 
1951. Miss Laura K. Martin, Associate Frofessor, Department of Library 
Science, University of Kentucky, is President-Elect and will succeéd lirs. 
Walraven. AASL has asked the Executive Board of ALA for a two year grant 
to permit the employment of a full-time executive secretary, it being 
expected that within two years, receipts from an enlarged membership, 
(it would need to approach the 4500 mark), will make further special grants 
unnecessary. 


At the afternoon session, reports were given by AASL members of 
important meetings attended as delegates during the past months, -—- 
National Council for the Social Studies, National Council of Teachers of 
snglish, and the Business-—Industry Advisory Section of the National Science 
Tceachers' Association. A panel discussion of the Midcentury White House 
Conference was presented by Miss Mae Graham, State =ducation Department, 
Baltimore, Maryland; Miss liildred L. Batchelder, ALA; and Mrs. Margaret 
wWalraven. 





A statement prepared by the NEA Committee for the Defense of 
Democracy was read. AASL Councilors were asked to request the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee to recommend its endorsement at the ALA 
Council Meeting on Saturday. The motion passed unanimously. Miss 
Batchelder announced that the February, 1951, issue of SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
AND THE LIBRARY would contain material from a number of important li- 
brary documents on censorship, and would be entitled "IS FREEDOM 
THREATENED?" (A copy is included with this NEJS BULLETIN.) The Saturday 
luncheon meeting included a successful and wholly delightful Buzz Session 
on Books for Young People, presided over by Miss Mary K. Eakin, of the 
University of Chicago, with hirs. Ruth Harshaw, (of the CARNIVAL OF 
BOOKS Radio Program - NBC Network), acting as Moderator. 


CARNIVAL OF BOOKS went on the NBC Network for a trial period of 
four to six weeks on Sunday, April 6, at 11:45 A.ii., EST. ‘yhether it 
continues depends on each one of us. This is an outstanding Radio 
Program on Children's Books. If you need information about it, write to 
Miss Judith Waller, National Broadcasting Co., Merchandise Mart, Chicago. 
Urge your local NBC Station to put the program on the Air at a time con- 
venient for children's listening in your commnity or area. Bring it to 
the attention of teachers, parents and other librarians. Ask their help 
in persuading the local Station to carry the program during this trial 
period, and to join you and the local Station in persuading NEC to keep 
this outstanding Children's Book Radio Program on the Air. 


COMMENTS IN BRIEF 


At its first meeting on Wednesday afternoon, January 31, the ALA 
Council approved unanimously the petition of OASL for affiliation with 
ALA. Congratulations, OASL! And special congratulations and thanks to 
Reba Boomershine and last year's officers who were instrumental in 
bringing the necessary action to a successful conclusion... AASL now 
has eleven ALA Councilors... The ALA Executive Secretary announced that 
AASL, formerly a section of the Division for Children and Young People had 
been operating as a separate division since January 1, 1951... The 
first draft of the second revision of "DEAR MR. ARCHITECT" is now being 
prepared by Miss Sue Hefley and her committee... TOP OF THE NEWS will 
continue for the two spring issues as the combined publication of AASL 
and the Division of Libraries for Children and Young Feople. A committee 
has been appointed to study future plans for its publication... the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee presented three resolutions -- all unani- 
mously approved... The ALA's 75th Anniversary theme -- "THE HERITAGC OF 
THE USA IN TINES OF CRISIS" -- was stressed throughout the sessions of 
the Mid-Winter Conference... There is still a supply of the AASL Pre- 
Conference List on "THE AMERICAN SCENE"... If you want a copy, send your 
request with a three-cent stamp to Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland Public Library. 








REPORT OF THE AASL MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


The growth of AASL membership has been gratifying, but this group, 
newly organized as an ALA Division, does not begin to reach its potential 
membership among the full time school and teacher librarians in the 
United States and Canada. A concentrated membership drive will be pro- 
ductive of important increases for AASL and thus for ALA membership. 

AASL membership increased 57% in 1949, the year of the regional meetings, 
and 17% above that high 1949 figure in 1950. An active committee of 125 
members deserves much of the credit. 


At the end of 1950, AASL had 2703 members. 


The AASL Board believes that with an intensive AASL membership 
Campaign the number can be doubied in two years, and that such an increase 
will consist almost entirely of librarians and teacher librarians new to 
ALA membership. It is estimatec that the current potential membership 
must be from 10,000 to 15,000 at a minimum, and the general recognition 
of the importance of school libraries indicates that this potential will 
steadily increase. 


The Percentage of ALA Members in Ohio (Nov., 1950) Who Are AASL 
Members, (Dec., 1950) 


ALA AASL % 
1301 16 11% 


This is below the national average of 1h%Z. 








The Chio State Department of Zducation reports approximately 1,00 
school librarians in this state. This gives us some idea of our total 
potential membership. 


The Chairman of the AASL Membership Committee is Margaret =. 
Nicholsen, librarian of J. Sterling Morton High School and Junior College, 
Cicero, Illinois. The United States is divided into 8 Regions. Region IV 
consists of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 


The Ohio Regional Chairman is Mildred L. Krohn, librarian, East 
Technical High School in Cleveland. The other members of the Ohio Com- 
mittee are: 


Martha L. Durbin, Lakewood 7 

Caroline G. Holmes, Supervisor of School Libraries 
Columbus Board of Education 

Leah M. Schueren, librarian, DeVilbiss High School, Toledo 





Doris Helen lioore, Norwood 
Emma L. Schoonover, Marietta 
Gertrude Linnenbruegge, Ohio University Library, Athens 


CALLING ALL SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
A Message From Your Ohio Regional Chairman 


The American Association of School Librarians is depending upon 
YOU to become a member and help make this first year as a division of 
the American Library Association the best in AASL history. 


Ohio has more than 1000 full-time school librarians and yet only 118 
of them were AASL members last year. Of that small number 39 were new 
members. There are 53 counties in the state that do not have even one 
single member. 








For the country as a whole 1% of all ALA members were AASL members, 
but Ohio has only 11%. The National Membership Chairman feels that 14 
is not a high enough figure for AASL, and those that fall below 1% 
(like poor Ohio with only 11%) are below the national figure and in need 
of a little extra stimlation. 


The national membership goal for this year is 5000. That means each 
state must increase by 78%. With a little extra effort surely Ohio can 
do better than that and gain 500 members; that would be batting about 
e500 since our state has at least 1000 school librarians. 


Send in your ALA membership dues, new or renewal, and be sure to 
include your division #5 (AASL) membership blank. It goes with your ALA 
dues and costs nothing extra. ALA dues are based on annual salary as 
follows: 


ANNUAL SALARY ANNUAL DUES 








$2100 or less $3 .00 
$2101 = $000 $6 .00 
$001 or more $10.00 


If you are a teacher-librarian, your dues are based on the same 
proportion of your salary as the proportion of the time you spend in li- 
brary work. The minimum dues, however, are $3.00. Mail blanks and check 
or money order to the American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


The following Ohio membership committee can supply you with blanks 
if you need them: 


- 6- 











Martha L. Durbin, 2015 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood 7 

Leah M. Schueren, DeVilbiss High School, 3301 Upton Avenue, Toledo 6 
Caroline G. Holmes, 270 E. State Street, Columbus 15 

Emma L. Schoonover, Marietta High School, Marietta 

Gertrude Linnenbruegge, Ohio University Library, Athens 

Doris Helen Moore, 2215 Glenside Avenue, Norwood 12 

Mildred L. Krohn, 2470 E. 55th Street, Cleveland 4 


Come on, OHIO, let's reach our membership goal of 500 and attain a 
stronger national organization to promote our mutual interests and 
increase our professional benefits. 


We are counting on YOU. 


Mildred L. Krohn, Librarian 
East Technical High School 
2470 East 55th Street 
Cleveland 


Important’ It was emphasized again and again at Midwinter that the 
present orgainization of the Membership Committee and the growth 
and activity of the State School Library Associations are the two 
most important factors in the growth of AASL. Strengthen OASL - 
our own state association\t 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

SUMMER SCHOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOP 
Kent State University -- Kent, Ohio 
June 18, 19, & 20 
Theme -— "THE SCHOOL LIBRARY AND WORLD UNDERSTANDING" 


Program 


Monday, June 18 


Dr. Dewey S. Barich, Kent State The Keynote Speech 
University 

Marie V. Hurley, South Euclid - The Work of Information - Libraries 
Lyndhurst Public Library in Foreign Countries 

Jean C. Roos, Youth Department, Youth and World Understanding 
Cleveland Public Library 





Tuesday, June 19 


A.M. - Paul C. Janaske, Kent State The Bulletin Board and the Inter- 
University national Scene 
P.M. — Student Book Discussion Panel 


Wednesday, June 20 
Wednesday's program will be given over to the Student Assistant. 


The Student Library Club and Book Discussions 

The Student Library Club and Public Relations 

The Student Library Club As An Aid in Helping with Technical 
Processes 


The registration fee for the ‘Jorkshop will be $5.00. Dormitory 
rooms will be available at 32.00 for single rooms, and $1.50 each for 
double rooms. 


If you plan to attend, write to: 


Miss Nancy Miller 

School of Library Science 
Kent State University 
Kent, Ohio 


As Mr. Nicholson announced at our October, 1950, meeting, this WwWork- 
shop has been planned expressly to help and interest Ohio school and 
teacher librarians. An unusually fine program has been arranged. The 
expenses will be reasonable. Plan to attend if you can arrange to do so. 


AROUND THe STATE 


Geneva Travis, formerly librarian of Ross High School, Fremont, is 
now librarian of the University School at Kent State University... Mrs. 
Winifred Turner, a former teacher of Spanish, is now librarian at Ross 
Hirh School... Margena Ann Doellinger is librarian at Franklin Junior 
Hich School, Columbus... Leah Schveren, librarian, DeVilbiss High 
School, Toledo, is Chairman for 1950-1951 of the OLA Section for Workers 
with Children and Young People... Alice Baker, Kenmore High School, 
was recently initiated into Beta Phi lu, the honorary fraternity for li- 
brarians at the University of Illinois... The following OASL members 
represented Ohio at the ALA liidwinter Conference in Chicago: Leah Schueren, 
Toledo, -- Geneva Travis, Kent, -- Helen Klicko, Ashland, -- Frances Mary 
Stover, Findlay, -- and Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland... Helen B. Lewis 











represented AASL at the NEA Regional Instructional Conference held in 
Toledo, April 5-7. The theme of the Conference was WORKING TOGETHER FOR 
BETTER THACHING... Geneva Travis conducted a highly successful STUDENT 
ASSISTANT ACTIVITIES DAY on Saturday, February 10, at the University 
School of Kent State University... A panel of students shared in a 
discussion of problems of attendance, locating missing books, and collect- 
ing fines... Brownell Junior High School, Cleveland, (Mrs. Faye Kling- 
meyer, librarian), is celebrating its Centennial on May 19. 


Send your news to: 


Miss Bernice F, Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box l01 
Cleveland 25 


1951 ALA CONFERENCE 
Chicago July 814 1951 
THE ALA'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY THEME -- 
THE HERITAGE OF THS USA IN TIMES OF CRISIS 


iir. Ralph Ellsworth, Chairman of the ALA 75th Anniversary Committee, 
has announced that Mr. Gerald .J. Johnson and Henry Steel Commager will 
write books on this theme. Mr. Commager's contribution will serve as a 
source book for the volume in preparation by Mr. Johnson. lIirs. Genevieve 
Foster, well-known author and illustrator, is writing an exciting book 
for children and young people entitled "BIRTHDAY'S OF FREZDO!". 


For detailed information on Hotel Reservations and Rates, see the 
ALA BULLETIN, February, 1951, pages 56-57. The Stevens Hotel and the 
Palmer House will serve jointly as headquarters for the Chicago Conference. 
Reservations should be made without delay. The Palmer House has some 
rooms available, on a dormitory basis, to accommodate from four to six 
persons at an economy rate of $3.50 per person. Write directly to the 
Palmer House for further information. Parties of four to six persons 
must be arranged before reservations for dormitory accommodations can be 
made as the hotel cannot accept single requests for such accommodations. 


HAVE YOU READ? 


THE 1950'S COME FIRST by Dr. Edwin G. Nourse 
Henry Holt & Co., 1951, $2.00 


Dr. Nourse, former Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers to 
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the President, believes that the next few years will be the most critical 
ones in the history of our republic. What we do in these years, and 
what happens to us will determine whether we bequeath a better or a less 
desirable way of life to our descendants. The title is taken from his 
observation that we still have a chance, during the 1950's to make 
decisions that will avoid the loss of freedom and the destruction of 
men's souls described in the late George Orwell's "NINETEEN ZIGHTY-FOUR". 
It is a book which should be read by teachers and librarians, and by 
community leaders. 


WITH FOCUS ON HUMAN RELATIONS: A STORY OF AN EIGHTH GRADE, 
by Hilda Taba and Deboreh Elkins 
American Council on Zducation, 1950, $2.50 


"A timely book indeed, for it is the story of how one teacher is 
attempting to instill in her students an understanding of their fellow- 
wayfarers in life and to lay the foundations for living together effectively 
and happily. It is simply told in the first person and chronicles the 
experiences of an eighth-grade teacher as she developed her program from 
its fumbling beginnings until it has become a dynamic group process". 

(For the complete review, written by Alice Brooks Maguire, see WILSON 
LIBRARY BULLETIN, September, 1950.) 


This is a book which should be known and read by all school librarians 
and teachers for the help and suggestions it contains on ways in which 
books and reading can help to bring about a better understanding. "The 
circle of human relations widens from the family to the neighborhood, to 
the community, and ultimately to the whole world." 


GOOD READING IN THE LAGAZINES 


"MISS BEASEL AND THE SANK-CHOO-ARY", by Virginia Himebaugh 
In WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN", November, 1950, pp. 227-232 


"ONE MAGAZINE IS NOT ENOUGH", by Laura K. Martin 
In SOCIAL EDUCATION, December, 1950, pp. 357-358 


"TODAY'S CHALLENGE TO SCHGOL LIBRARIANS", by Margaret K. ialraven 
In LIBRARY JOURNAL, January 15, 1951, pp. 92-95 


"SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP - 1951 EDITION", by Fannie H. Schmitt 
In LIBRARY JOURNAL, February 15, 1951, pp. 254-259 


"SUVENTY-FIVE YEARS - AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES", by Sara Malcolm Krentzman 
In LIBRARY JOURNAL, March 15, 1951, pp. 85-188 








"HOW DOES YOUR LIBRARY LOOK?", by Helen M. Focke 
In WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, March, 1951, p. 510 & p. 512 


"COLOR IN LIBRARIES", by Alfred Howell 
In ‘WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, March, 1951, pp. 513-51h, & p. 518 


"LET'S START WITH PEOPLE", by Laura K. Martin 
In ALA BULLETIN, April, 1951, pp. 133-135 


"TH SCHOOL LIBRARY CRISIS", by John Emmett Burke 
In LIBRARY JOURNAL, April 15, 1951, pp. 683-688 


Be on the lookout for the spring issue of TOP-OF-THE-NEWS, which is 
to be concerned with School Library Planning. 


TODAY'S LIBRARIAN LEADS A LIVELY LITE - If you have not seen this 
reprint from the sditorial pages of GLAMOUR, November, 1950, send for 
one at once. It is a welcome and attractive addition to our Recruitment 


files. 

A VALUABLE BOOK EVALUATION SERVICES - DO YOU MAKE USE OF IT? 

BULLETIN OF THE CHILDREN'S BOOK C2aNTER 
Published By 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LIBRARY - CENTER FOR CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
Mary K. Eakin, Librarian 

The book evaluations appearin;: in this Bulletin are made with the 
advice and assistance of members of the faculty of the Graduate Library 
School, the Department of Education, and the University Laboratory School. 

Published monthly except August. Subscription price is $1.50 a 
year. Checks should be made payable to the University of Chicago Library. 
Correspondence regarding the Bulletin should be addressed to the Center 


for Children's Books, University of Chicago, 5835 Kimbark Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 





LIBR4RIiS AND THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 


The peace and security of the world being threatened by despotism and 
aggression, the librarians and friends of libraries of the United States, 
speaking through the American Library Association, pledge themselves: 


1. To strengthen and extend the services of 
their libraries to meet the needs of national 
defense and world security. 


2. To conserve their resources for the national 
welfare. 


3. To sacrifice, economize, and improvise wher- 
ever possible and necessary. 


lh. To meet the increasing need for information, 
knowledge and education on which the future world 
depends for peace and prosperity. 


5. To preserve the open market of ideas which 
libraries represent as a symbol and guarantee of 
freedom. 


6. To lift the morale of a mobilized world 
through provision of the greatest recorded thoughts 
of men of all the ages. 


7. To cooperate with all agencies seeking to 
establish a world of decency, security and human 
dignity. 


This pledge was adopted unanimously by the Council of the American 
Library Association at the Midwinter Conference on January 31, 1951. Its 
provisions should be kept in our hearts and minds. As school librarians, 
we need to be able to see through the routine of our daily round to its 
true significance - to recognize and uphold our responsibility to supply 
truth and understanding. If we are to "build in a democracy, in liberty, 
in peace, a kind of life that shall seem to all men desirable", we need 
to be ever aware of the high mission of Books and Libraries in a free 
community to preserve and maintain that freedom. School library service 
is of its very essence, positive and vital and each day's work should be 
a reaffirmation of what life is and can be if we are to succeed in helping 
our young people to build bridges of friendship and understanding between 
one another - and between the nations. 
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To Qhio School Librarians: 


I can think of no better antidote for all that you are coing through,- 
and have gone through since last September, - than the first pages of THE 
WIND IN THD WILLC/S". You remember that the Mole had been working very haz 
all the morning, spring-cleaning his little home. "First with brooms, then 
with dusters; then on ladders and steps and chairs, with a brush and a pail 
of whitewash; till he had dust in his throat and eyes, and splashes of white- 
wash all over his black fur, and an aching back and weary arms. Spring was 
moving in the air above and in the earth below and around him, penetrating 
even his dark and lowly little house with its spirit of divine discontent 
and longing. It was small wonder, then, that he suddenly flung down his 
brush on the floor, said 'Bother!' and '0 blow!' and also ‘Hang spring- 
house-cleaning!! and bolted out of the house without even waiting to put on 
his coat. Something up above was calling him imperiously, and he made for 
the steep little tunnel which answered in his case to the gravelled 
carriage-drive owned by animals whose residences are nearer to the sun and 
air. So he scraped and scratched and scrabbled and scrooged, and then he 
scrooged again and scrabbled and scratched and scraped, working busily with 
his little paws and muttering to himself, 'Up we go! Up we go!' till at last, 
pop! his snout came out into the sunlight, and he found himself rolling in 
the warm grass of a great meadow. 


"tThis is finel' he said to himself. ‘This is better than white- 
washing!' The sunshine struck hot on his fur, soft breezes caressed his 
heated brow, and after the seclusion of the cellarage he had lived in so 
long the carol of happy birds fell on his dulled hearing almost like a 
shout. Jumping off all his four legs at once, in the joy of living and the 
delisht of spring without its cleaning, he pursued his way across the meadow 
till he reached the hedge on the further side.... 


"It all seemed too good to be true. Hither and thither through the 
meadows he rambled busily, along the hedze-rows, across the copses, finding 
everywhere birds building, flowers budding, leaves thrusting--everything 
happy, and progressive, and occupied. And instead of having an uneasy 
conscience pricking him and whispering ':Jhitewasht' he somehow could only 
feel how jolly it was to be the only idle dog among all these busy citizens. 
After all, the best part of a holiday is perhaps not so much to be resting 
yourself, as to see all the other fellows busy working." 


Enjoy every minute of this sumer to the full! I wish for each of you 
the happiest and most restful vacation to pleasure you and restore your 
weary spirits. 


And let us all look forward to our OASL Fall lieeting on October 26 and 


27, 1951, at Withrow High School, Cincinnatil 





Hakim G, lames 





